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Serial Number

#90-91--21

THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by the Faculty Senate
TO:

President Edward D. Eddy

FROM:
1.

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled The Two Hundred and seventy-seventh
Report of the Curricular Affairs Committee
is forwarded for your consideration.

2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on

April 11, 1991 .
(date)
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below.

4.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By- Laws,
this bill will become effective
May 2, 1991
,
three weeks after Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for
implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved;
(3) you forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4)
the University Faculty petitions for a referendum.
If the bill is
forwarded to the Board of Governors, it will not become effective until
approved by the Board.

5.

April 12, 1991
(date)

~~
Wil1iredBrOwnell

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
ENDORSEMENT
TO:

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate

FROM:

President of the University

Returned.
a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors ~ .

c.

Disapproved

~ .e2~, /~Y/
(date)

Form revised 4/86

THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Program Proposal
March, 1991

THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
A.

FACULTY SENATE

Program Information
Name of Institution

March 25, 1991
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
Two Hundred and Seventy-Seventh Report

The university of Rhode Island
2.

Proposal for a B.S. Degree
in Geology and Geological Oceanography

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Geology

At its meeting of November 26, 1990, the Faculty Senate
Curricular Affairs Committee approved the proposal from the
College of Arts and Sciences and the Department of Geology and
Geological Oceanography for a new Bachelor of Science degree in
Geology and Geological Oceanography.
In accordance with section
8.85.10 of tbe UNIVERSITY MANUAL, the proposal was forwarded to
the Office of the Vice President for Business and Finance with
the request that a budgetary impact statement be prepared. _Mr.
J. Vernon Wyman, Assistant to the Vice President for Business and
Finance, indicated in his memorandum dated February 27, 1991,
that the proposed new degree "incorporates existing course
offerings and requests no increases in personnel, operating or
capital resources .. . " and "capitalizes on existing capabilities
and capacity while creating new prospects for academic
opportunity and revenue enhancement."

3.

Based upon Mr. Wyman's statement, the Faculty Senate
Executive Committee concluded on March 18, 1991 that the proposed
B. S. degree program does not require review and ranking by the
new Program Review Committee because it meets the criteria for
exemption set forth in section 8.85.24 of the UNIVERSITY MANUAL:

7.

If programs do not require the allocation of funds for
direct costs, or if the program can be entirely
supported by reprogramming existing departmental funds .,
or i f the amount of general revenue funds required per
year does not exceed the current calendar year salary
of an instructor, no review under 8 . 85.20 shall be
required.
The Curricular Affairs Committee recommends that the Faculty
Senate approve the proposal for the creation of a new Bachelor of
Science Degree in Geology and Geological Oceanography which
appears on the following pages.
(The proposal is in the format
required by the Board of Governors for Higher Education.)
-

Name of administrative unit involved

Title of proposed program
Bachelor of Science in Geology and Geological Oceanography

4.

Academic area
Geology , Oceanography

5.

Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) Code
400699

6.

Date of initiat i on
Fall 1992
Anticipated date of first degrees
May 1994

8.

Intended location
Kingston and Narragansett Bay Campuses
The University of Rhode Island

9.

Institutional review and approval process
Department of Geology
Graduate School of Oceanography
Arts and Sciences curriculum Co.m mittee
College of Arts and Sciences Faculty
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
Faculty Senate
President of the University

10.

Approved
Date:
3/23/90
Date:
3/26/9 0
Date:
3/29/90
Date:
9/9/90
Date: 11/29/90
Date:
Date :

Summary description
The program is interdisciplinary, combining geology and
oceanography.
I t includes all of the course requirements ,
for the present B.S. in Geology, adding to these three ba s ic

-9-

- - -------·· --····----- ---- ----

-10-

sequential core courses in geological oceanography and a
semester of res earch in geological oceanography . The
program will serve as a-springboard to prepare highly
motivated students for professional careers in either
geology or geological oceanography.
11.

The B.S . Degree program in Geology and Geological Oceanography is
uniqu e.
Because it utilizes the natural strengths of The
Uni versity of Rhode Island and the close ties between the
G·r aduate School of Oceanography and t he Department of Geology, it
can be expected that significant numbers of students will be
attracted to the program from across the country.

Effect on resources and facilities
c.
The program incorporates already existing courses that are
not overenroll ed and are taught by current faculty :
moreover, it will utiliz e existing space and fac ilities .
Therefore, no new or additional resources are required.

12.

13.

Th is program is in accord with the emphas i s on marine programs at
The University of Rhode Island. Since no additional resources
are required, it represents an innovative and more efficient
utilization of existing faculty expert i se .
It is reasonable to
expect that increased interaction between Geology Department
faculty members and GSO faculty members will also res u lt .

Signature of the President
D.

Edward D. Eddy

Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services
The University of Rhode Island
Kingston , RI 02881
(401) 792-2447
Rationale
The program addresses several needs and opportunities. Many
undergraduate majors in geology are unaware of career choices
open to them but are attracted to the geology major because of a
correctly-perceived relationship to oceanography.
In fact , .
despite the importance of geology in oceanography and despite the
University of Rhode Island's obvi ous strengths in maritime
studies, there currently exists no formalized, organized way for
URI undergraduates to take adv antage of the University's
tremendous resources in geological oceanography. The proposed
B.S . Degree program in Geology and Geological Oceanography seeks
to redress this problem. The rel atively minor additions to the
B.S. program in Geology open up for interested students many
additional opportunities in both public and private sectors , and
give them an especially firm start if they are going on to
graduate- level study in oceanography. At the same time, the
changes allow them to remain in geology if they prefer .
Accordingly, the new major should prove attractive to entering
students, effective in recruiting new students and an appealing
option for students in geology after they have been at the
University for a year or two. This program , by giving a thorough
grounding in basic sciences, provides students flexibility in
preserving their option of entering either field.
Th e long
history of cooperat ion i n research that has grown over the years
between geology fa cul t y me mbers and the geological oceanog ra phy
faculty provides a particularly advantageous background upon
which the progra~ can be built.
- 11-

Interinstit~tional

considerations

There are currently no undergraduate geological oceanography
concentrations available at any Rhode Island institutions of
higher education, nor at any other NEBHE institutions . The
availability of this program should serve as an effective
recruiting mechanism from not only the New England area (via
NEBHE listing) but from other areas as well .
It is anticipated
that students in the Geology and Geological Oceanography program
would gain access to a broad nationwide spectrum of high-caliber
profess i onals in the oceanography field, professionals whom they
might otherwise not meet, and who could provide important
insights on students' careers.

Person to be contacted during the review

M. Beverly Swan

B. '

Institutional Role

E.

Content
The following oceanography courses would be taken in this order :
Junior Year:
Fall: OCG 401 General Oceanography (3 cr . )
Spring: OCG 542 Principles of Marine Geology and
Geophysics ( 4 cr . )
Senior Year:
Fall: OCG 541 Principles of Marine Geology and Geophysics
(4 cr . )
Spring: OCG 493 or 494 (3 cr.)
Special Problems or
Independent stud y in Oceanography (3 cr;)
This program has the following advantages:
1) OCG 401 will act as the "filter , " if stud e nts could not
achiev e a "B" or better, they would be advised not to pursue
the option because they would not be li kely to fare better
in more advanced courses.
In addition, the 401 course would
serve as a general background t o oceanography.
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2)
OCG 451 and 542 would not have to be taken in sequence
because 401 would provide the necessary background for 542 ,
which could be taken in the Spring of the Junior year . The
541 course would then be the first course taken as a Senior,
allowing a somewhat more mature and directed student to more
easily master some of its more challenging material.

Suggested program o .f study for B. S . in Geology and Geological
Oceanography:
Freshman Year
Fall (14-15 cr.): GEL 103 and 106 (4); BIO 101 or BOT 111 (3 - 4);
CHM 099 or 101 and 102 (4); Basic Liberal Studies (3).
Spring (14 - 15 cr.) : GEL 210 or 240 {4); BID l02 or zoo 111 and
185 (4) ; CHM 112 and 114 (4 ) or 101 if 099 taken in Fall; MTH 111
(if needed for background) or Basic Liberal Studies (3) .

3)
Finally, the last semester of the Senior year will be
reserved for the 400-level special topics or senior research
course, for which the student would by then have the
necessary prerequisites.
It is envisioned as a directed
reading andjor research course with a GSO faculty member as
an advisor.

sophomore Year
Fall (14-16 cr. l: GEL 320 (4); PHY 213 and 285 or 111 and 185
(4); MTH 131 or 141 (3-4); CHM 112 and 114 if not taken in
Freshman Year or Basic Liberal Studies (4 - 3).
Spring (15 - 16 cr . ) : GEL 240 or 210 whichever not taken in
previous year (4), GEL 321 (4); PHY 214 and 286 or 112 and 186
(4); MTH 132 or 142 (3-4).

Following is the catalog description and .a detailed curriculum
for the new program:
Bachelor of Science in Geology and Geological Oceanography

Junior Year
Fall (16 cr.): GEL 422 (3), 450 (4); OCG 401 (3); EST 308 or CSC
201 (3); Basic Liberal Studies 3) .
Spring (16 cr.l: GEL 370 (4); OCG 542 (4); Electives andjor
Basic Liberal Studies (8).
Summer (4 cr.):
Field Camp usually between Junior and Senior
years (4).

This demanding program includes a comprehensive background in
geology and a solid introduction to geological oceanography. The
curriculum includes the chemistry, physics , biology and
mathematics courses required for a B.S. in Geology. Students in
the program will be advised jointly by geology and oceanography
facu1ty members.
A senior research project will be taken at the Graduate School of
Oceanography (GSO) as OCE 493 or 494 under the direction of a GSO
faculty member . Three core courses on oceanography, OCG 401
(General Oceanography), OCG 541 and 542 (Principles of Marine
Geology and Geophysics), will provide students with a good
overview of their intended field, and also relieves students of
two required courses if they continue in oceanography at the
graduate level at The University of Rhode Island. Moreover,
students may find opportunities for summer employment andjor
participation in oceanographic research cruises after the junior
year.
Students graduating in this program of study will be well
prepared to pursue either conventional geology career options or
careers in geological oceanography.
For geological
oceanographers at the B. S. level, technical positions in private
or government oceanographic laboratories are available. Students
who continue on to graduate studies can expect a high demand for
geological oceanographers with advanced degrees.
Completion ·of
this program will provide a head start for students entering The
University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanography in
comparison with those entering from other undergraduate
institutions.

senior Year
Fall (16 cr.): GEL 465 (3); OCG 541 (4); Electives and j or Basic
Liberal Studies (9).
Spring (15 cr.l: GEL 488; OCG 493 or 494 (3); Electives and/or
Basic Liberal Studies (9).

Total credits: 126, including 6-10 credits of free electives,
depending on courses selected.
F.

Evaluation

The program will be continuously evaluated by the Geology
Department and Graduate School of Oceanography faculty members
participating in the program as to effectiveness in attracting
students, quality of students and their success in professional
careers or further graduate study. An adv iso'r in Geology and an
advisor in Geological Oceanography is a requirement of this
program, and entry into the program at the junior year will
require approval by both departments .

A total of 126 credits is required for graduation.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston , Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
ACADEMIC STANDARDS AND CALENDAR COMMITTEE
REPORT #1990-91-3
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UNIVERSITY CALENDAR
COMMENCEMENT AND SPRING BREAK

I.

l
/1

THE 1992 COMMENCEMENT
A.

!

,f

!I

Recommendation

The Academic Standards and Calendar Col.1ttee recommends
approval of the following:
I

he '~

1.

That the 1992 Commencement be
on the weekend
immediately fol l owing the last/.
, ~e date for spring
semester grades , Sunday, May 1~o, 1992.

2.

That section 8. 7 0.40, amendei/ by the Faculty Senate on
December 13, 1990, become evJective for the 1991-92
academic year:
/

//

8.70~40

The Spring J~mester. Commencement shall
be held on the weekfnd immediately foll owing the
last due date for ~ring semester grades.
it

B.

Background and Rationale

;,l

Following the December 1~% 1990 action by the Faculty Senate
directing the Academic ~andards and Calendar committee
(ASCC) to "look at the -:l~apability of changing the date of
the 1992 Commencement,.l the ASCC wrote to the President,
Provost and Vice Pre~fdents to determine if changing the
da~e would create an,y serious problems.
No objections were
ra1sed.

II.

thoo~>ing
#

on

Memorial Day weekend
faculty attendance would probabl A1mprove if
commencement is held closer to
e end of the
semester
some proprietors require thre ' -day bookings for
rooms over the Memorial Da ~eekends

k'/f

SPRING BREAK

At its December 13, 1990 meeting the» culty Senate directed the
ASCC "to look into the feasibility o, having the spring break
coincide with one of the public scl}~l vacations." The first
public school vacation starts on ):Ke third Monday in February and
runs for one week.
The secon~dlic
school break starts eight
1
weeks after the third Monday int ebruary . This means these
breaks are normally during theA hird week in February and the
third week in April
f

publ~J1school

The ASCC believes the
vacations are too early and
too late to make sense fr~~he standpoint of the University
calendar. The week follq~ing mid-semester examinations is a much
more appropriate time . ,Therefore, the Academic standards and
Calendar Committee agr~ to recommend no change in the
University Calendar wLth regard to the spring break.

//

h'

Members of the

Committe~{'
IY

~~~~!~i;ii~~~=~: ~:v~_-~
_.'·//

John Long, EDC
_·
Norbert Mundorf, s ,
Sandra Saunders, ~Y
Richard Weeks, M ·T , (92), Chairperson
John F . Demitro f, Registrar, ex officio
Mark Kenyon, s udent
Ahmad Tahajo

11

/!'

i

After reviewing
reasons set forth when the date was
changed for the · 93 Co mmencement, the Academic Standards
and Calendar Co ittee v o ted to recommend that the date of
the 1992 Comme ement be changed to the weekend foll·owing
the last due
te for midsemester grades.
The

the change were:
tudents who live down the line must frequently
ove before Memorial Day weekend
accommodations for families of gra duates are
difficult to find on Memorial Day weekend
- 15-
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